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Students, faculty race stock cars, p. 4

The University of Texas - Pan American

43rd Year, No. 31

[News Shorts]
FOR YOUR
INFORMATION
• A Coalition to Save Student
Aid meeting will take place today
at 2 p.m. in front of the UC picnic
tables.
• Free HIV testing will be
administered every Tuesday in
SHS, Emila Ha ll 103, from 9 a.m.
to noon.
•Worried about your hearing?
UTPA Speech and Hearing
Center offers complete hearing
evaluat ions during summer
session I ; free for UTPA staff,
faculty and students.
For more information call 3813587, or go by CAS 125.

State
• Sen, Kay Bailey
Hutchinson,(R) has proposed
legislation that will permanently
disqualify apprehended undocumented ai le ns from obtai ning
U.S. residency. Under a bill
expected to be introduced this
week, 6,000 new Border Patrol
agents wou ld be added and
physical barriers would be
installed at highly trafficked
points.

~

Nation

• Dee Dee Meyers, former White
House press secretary was arrested
and charged with drivimg under the
influence of alcohol around 12:45
a.m. Tuesday. The incident took
place in Washington D.C.
• Actor Hugh Grant,34 was
caught having sex with a 23-yearold prostitute off Hollywood's Sunset Blvd. in his new white BMW.
Grant was in town to hype his new
movie, Nine Months. He was
charged with "lewd conduct in a
public place"; he was released
without bail, and was ordered to
appear to July 18.

(II,) World'
• Eight perople died attempting
to to rescue those trapped by. a
landslide in the central providence
of Hunan .. The landslide hit a
buliding under construction in
Tuanling rnunty, trapping teachers and constructoin workers underneath the rubble.
Eight additional rescuers were
killed in a second landslide.
Flooding killed 77 others in
Eastern and Southern China.
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Snack B~r fails inspecti on
County cites
code violations

Snack Bar without
permit for 2 years

David Waltz
Staff Reporter

David Waltz

Food Service employees are scrambling to clean up the snack bar after failing a county health inspection Monday.
A surprise inspection occurred after
Hidalgo County health officials became
aware last week following inquiries by
The Pan American that the snack bar
was not in compliance with permit requirements. The Snack Bar had not been
inspected by county officials since 1992
and had not applied for a county health
permit since 1993.
County health officials said the lack
of inspections was an oversight on the
part of the county inspectors and attributed the oversight to "problems with the
computers."
"We intend to rectify this situation as
quickly as possible," Roy Tijerina, supervisor of health inspectors for the
health department, said.
Food Service Director Ricardo
Saldana, who had been on the job only
one week when the inspection occurred,
originally said they scored 75 on the inspection; however, health department
documents record it as 69. 70 is passing.
Saldana said food service is correcting the deficiencies.
"We intend to make sure all areas are
taken care of within the 10 days we have
to do so," Saldana, said. A follow up
inspection will be conducted within ten
days by county health inspectors to see
if the critical failures are corrected.
"If they do not correct the critical areas satisfactorily then we will be forced
to close their doors," Tijerina said.
The inspection cited critical areas including proper storage temperatures,
preparation, display, and service transportation for potentially hazardous food;
insuring toxic items are properly stored,
labeled and used; proper rodent and insect control ; and insuring employees
maintain good hygienic practices.
The snack bar failed to maintain the
minimum standards in each of those categories.
Other minimum standard violations
include areas of food protection, storage,
and storage/handling of clean utensils
and equipment.
The University's Safety Office is looking into the matter.
University officials said there are two
parties at fault, the county health department and Garden Merchants Inc., the
campus food service provider. But they
intend to address the problem to protect
student interests.
James Langabeer, vice president of
business affairs, said the university is
concerned about the rating.
"I was in there yesterday and the floor
(the snack bar) was filthy," Langabeer
said, but he recommends that students
"not run away from the place."
"Make it the standards you expect,"
Langabeer said.

Staff Reporter

lllP■ ata1Jlll.lllltl

A food service worker doles out a chicken dinner during lunch Tuesday. The Snack Bar, which failed a county health inspection Monday,
is due for another inspection by Monday, July 10.
The university assures all matters will
be looked into and that Garden Merchants will come into compliance in a
reasonable amount of time, Henry Oh,
director of auxiliary services, said.
The county health department is required by law to inspect at least twice a
year but they inspect four to six times

per year.
Garden Merchants, which bought out
Morrison's Hospitality Group, said their
name change caused a miscommunication
and in the confusion, the health permit
expired. However, the most recent name
change happened last month and the only
prior name change was in 1987.

Survey Reveals:
Recent inspection scores of UT system cafeterias
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SGA meeting reveals planned online teacher evaluations
Omar Gonzalez
Staff Reporter

Students may have the opportunity to
view teacher e-valuations on the Internet
starting in the fall. the president of the Student Government Association said in a
meeting last week.
"A lot of students are pushing for this,"
Joseph Leonard, SGA president, said. "This
will gi\'e them a chance to see which teachers are highly recommended.
Leonard will be meeting with officials
this Fnda) to makl.! the plan official.

"Students will only have the opportunity to view the evalutaion part, Leonard
said However, students will not have the
chance to see what comments were written about the teachers .
··student comments about the techers
are not open records," Sandra Rosales,
SGA adviser, said.
A vacancy in the Chief of Staff was
also filled by Neldy Gonzalez by a unanimous vote by the senate. Leonard had
t\Vo other members apply but made recommendation for Gonzalez to be appointed. Gonzalez was not at the meet-

;.

ing to be sworn in.
Two other applicants were sworn into
the senate. Laura Montemayor, senator
for Health Related Sciences, and Hector De Leon, senator for the school of
Health Related Sciences.
The personnel committee made recommendation for two other senators,
Carol Rockhill for senator of the College of Arts and Sciences, and David
Solis for senator of the School of Business. However, because they did not
attend the meeting, the applicants were
not voted on.

"It would take away the right of the
Senators to ask questions to the applicants," Romeo Diaz, senator for the school
of business, said.
George Guajardo, senator of the school
communication arts and sciences, presented a plan for a new intership program.
"We are starting the program from
scratch," Guajardo said. "We still have
some of the same concepts from the old
program."
The intership program did not get voted
on; but, it was tabled for discussion in the
next meeting, which will be held July 12.

Garden Merchants Inc., the campus
food service, avoided a possible shut
down when they applied for and received an operating pem1it from the
county health department Wednesday
for the first time since May 1993.
The snack bar director, university officials and the county health department became aware Friday that the
snack bar has been in violation of
county and state mandates in providing food service without the proper
health permit issued by Hidalgo
County.
Ricardo Saldana, the new director of
food services, had been in charge of
food services fo r only one week. The
previous food service director, Joe
Chiesa, who had been recognized as
manager of the year by his company,
is now working in California.
A health inspector checked the facility earlier this week for the first time
in three years. The snack bar failed the
inspection, scoring 69 of 100 possible
points.
Health department officials said this
whole situation is an oversight caused
by a problem with their computers,
which have not been operating properly for almost two years.
"It is still the provider's (Garden
Merchants Inc.) responsibility to get all
required documents even if we don't
inspect," Tijerina said. "The blame is
pretty much 50-50 (between the health
department and Garden Merchants)."
University officials are aware of the
violation and are taking measures to ensure students' safety.
"They (Garden Merchants Inc., formally Morrison's Hospitality) are in
clear violation of the food service contract and health codes," Henry Oh,
director of auxiliary services, said.
Health department guidelines suggest 10 days as a reasonable amount
of time to bring the facility in compliance with the code.
Garden Merchant's officials were
dumbfounded with the situation. Directors from each establishment must
report their inspection results every
time an inspection is done, an official
said.
"It's an oversight due to our name
change," John Gruszska, district manager of Garden Merchants Inc., said.
"We miscommunicated and the permits
expired."
Garden Merchants Inc. bought
Morrison 's Hospitality Group in May
and the name change came into effect
last month, Gruscska said.
The tax number which food service
has recorded in 1991 with the state carries the name Premier Hospitality of
Mobile, Ala.
Southwest Foods operated the Snack
Bar from 1989 through July 1990.
However, the health permit expired
two years ago. The only prior name
change was in 1987.
State and county law requires businesses that provide food service to obtain a health permit. Every city has different procedures when handling this
type of violation.
McAllen health officials reported
that businesses in their city that operate without a health permit would be
closed and a citation issued.
In Edinburg, the procedure is to involve the county attorney after a certified letter is mailed and ample time is
given to obtain the permit.
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To eat or not to eat?

Moldy food too pricy for students
I

was quite shocked today when I
walked into the newsroom and
earned that the cafeteria flunked a
_.- county health inspection. Not only
did it flunk the health inspection, it
hasn' t been inspected in three years (it is
supposed to be inspected four to six times
a year), and it doesn't have a health permit. I was rather dumbfounded, considering the fact that I eat the stuff they serve.
(Notice I didn 't say food!)
I live in the residence halls and I am
forced to pay for board. If I had my
choice, I wouldn't pay it. The amount
they do allot us doesn' t last, because the
prices are so high . An average meal ranges
from $4 to $5.
The majority of the time, students run
out of money before the semester ends.
Just how much is board? During the fall

and spring semesters the boarding fee
empties $324.75 out of the pockets of
college students, and during the summer
sessions the fee is $ 108.25. So in other
words .. .I am paying for bad food.
This new information further mars the
cafeteria's reputation. Students have been
forever griping about inflated prices, bad
food and service.
First about prices. In an ad published
last semester in The Pan American,
Morrison's claimed they had "the best
value in town." (That's false advertising!) I know I can find a better value in
Edinburg, and can also get more quantity
and quality food almost anywhere else in
Edinburg. (And insect-free!)
Now about the food itself. Yesterday I
had some steaks fingers that were hard as
a rock. I'm surprised I didn' t require medi-

;ts

L) s~~ LJt. ...
-Regan Block-

r

cal attention!
he cafeteria also doesn't change
its milk stock. One day, I bought
carton of milk, and it was beyond sour. I brought this to the at_:tention of the clerk, and she allowed
me to exchange it for something else. I got
chocolate milk, and the lady assured me
that the stock would be changed. The next
day I got some milk again and it was also
rancid. (The moral of the story: Don't buy
milk from the cafeteria!)
A friend of mine told me that she had
bought a doughnut infested with mold.
She was able to return it for another, but

she shouldn't have to contend with moldy
food.
I took an unofficial poll here at the
Student Publication office, and besides
me, three other co-workers believe that
the food at the cafeteria has made them
sick. Go figure - bad sanitation, bad
preparation, and insect infestation.
The next issue at hand ... bad service. I
was overcharged once. (That I noticed!) I
brought this to the attention of the clerk
and she credited my account. Another
friend said that she was overcharged also.
A recurring event?
A violation in the county report stated
that food servers ate behind the counter.
Along with the insects, we have the privilege of taking in other people's bodily
fluids.
If you have ever been to the cafeteria,

you know that it takes nearly ten years to
get served. It's ten times worse during the
noon hour, during this time they have two
servers, and there are about twenty people
in line at a time. Also, when it comes time
to pay there are two cashiers working,
while there are three registers that are not
in use. People, get smart, if there are extra
registers, USE THE EXTRA REGISTERS!!!
he cafeteria has ten days to clean . ·
up its act. If it doesn't, the : :
afeteria will be forced to close. ::
.• What will the dorm students do? ..
Many depend upon the cafeteria to ·:
feed them. Maybe it's the best alternative . :
that it does close. How many times have :.
you heard, "Man, that lasagna was great!"? ··
Some just eat there because it's convenient, now people won't eat there period.

From the Editor
CALL THE'

Students gagging from lack
of snack bar inspection

OR\<!N Mt\~.

GROSS-S-S-S ! ! ! !!
What kind of food service do we have running the snack bar?
With a County Health Department Inspection Report gigging
the snack bar with a score of 69, perhaps the university should
consider replacing the current food service with another one.
Or maybe the students should do as James Langabeer suggests and "make it meet the standards you (students) expect." If
no one complains about the service we are receiving, people
will assume we don't mind eating in a filthy establishment.
Stude nts who live in the dorms should be the most concerned
with the snack bar's condition. They have already invested
money into the snack bar as their primary food supply. And
anyone who has to pay $300 for food should demand that the
food at the very least be of good quality.
However, where a student resides should not stop him from
speaking up about this problem. All students need to voice their
concerns about food service n Henry Oh, director of auxilliary
services at 381 -2252.
When calling to voice your concerns, though, please do not
bash Ricardo Saldana, the new food service manager. He had
only been here a week when he was popped with a surprise
inspection.

If you want to voice your opinion in
the paper write a letter to the editor

Letters to the Editor
SGA president invites
students to get involved
university affairs

TODAY!!
Deadline is 4 p.m. Monday, submit to UC 322.
""'I
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The Pan American encourages and w elcomes letters to the editor and guest
columns. They must be signed and include the writer's major, classification at
UTPA and be typed. An address and phone number should be included for
verification. Letters should be no more than 1 1/2 pages, double spaced and typed.
Those that are too long will not run . Letters and guest columns can be edited for
styl e. length. libel. grammar and punctuation, but writer's meaning or opinion will
not be changed. Deadline for letters and guest columns is 4 p.m. Monday for
publication on Thursday. Letters can be brought to University Center Room 322 or
mailed to The Pan American.

Dear Editor,
This is an open invitation for the
students at this university to forget
what the administration is telling
them and get involved with their
university.
But the administration calls Pan
Am a commuter college. We are
not a college, we are a university!
Yes a lot of us are commuters, but
we are all students here. There is
a lot wrong with this university,
but if the student body would become involved with what's going
on, then maybe some changes for
the good could be accomplished.
If you are here just taking up
space, please leave so we can upgrade this university Lo the status
needed to make it a force in the
academic world.
This is not an attack on the administration but a notice to the
students to get them away from
the uncaring mood that is so prevalent today and start caring about
their world!
Everyone has been asking me
what I would like to do during this
SGA administration. The one
thing I would most like to see
accomplished is student involvement. I and my fellow people in
SGA have not come to any conclusion as to the correct way to do
this. Maybe there is not a correct
way. If any of you students can
te ll me what the answer is, please
come see me or find me on cam-

pus. Get out, get involved, and
fight the rampant apathy that is
running our school!
Joseph Leonard
SGA President

Student questions
roller blading policy
Hey, what's with the Roller
Blade crisis on campus? I was
skating on the open walkway the
other day when I was rousted by a
UT Police Officer, he told me to
either take the m off or lose them
completely. I did not know what
his problem was as I was wearing
full protective gear, and not going
fast on my way to class.
He said it was against school
policy; well I looked it up and it's
nowhere to be found . The day after that I got in touch with a student that was trying to get a Blading
Club started on campus.
He said the school was not going to allow the students to wear
Blades on campus any more. This
officer would not elaborate on the
section of the rules that state this
premise or who ordered this kind
of crude reasoning. Well that's
not fair. I was told that the school
was owQed by the students, not by
the "POWERS THAT BE." After
all what do the words Public Institution mean? There has to be a
way that the students and the controlling parties can come to an
agreement. If you agree, visit me
at UC 3 15 so that we may get a
discussion and action initiated.
Truman Campbell
SGA Senator

Who is this man?
.·.··• ·· ••,·.-.·.·,·,·.·.·-·.·-•.•.•-·.·.·······-·············

This is Joseph
Leonard,your
SGA president.
Come by the
Student
Government
office to join
the student aid
coalition.

-_·_-_-_-_-_:_·.:.>.·.·..-..·.:.:.:_:_:,;._.,.-..❖:-:-:-:::,:::::::::::,·:
.-: :.:.·.·.·.;:.;.;,..:,:... ._
. . . ,•,•'•.-·-:-:-_
Travel abroad and work. Make up to
$2,000-$4,000+/mo. teaching basic
conversational English in Japan, Taiwan,
or ~-Korea. No teachlng background or
Asian languages required. For information call: (206) 632-1146 ext. J58634.
Cruise ships now hiring. Earn up to
$2,000+/month working on Cruise Ships
or Land-Tour companies. World travel.
Seasonal& full-timeemploymentavailable. No experience necessllI)'. For
more information call 1-206-634-0468
ext. C58631.

Need help withresearchpapers? Essays?
Qualified tutor. B.S.,M.A. 630-3492.

ALASKA EMPLOYMENT .
Fishi ng Indus try - Earn up to
$3,000 -$6,000+ per month. Room &
Board! Transportation! No experience
necessary. Male/ Female. Age 18 to 70.
Join thousands and enjoy the best scenery
in the U.S. (206) 545-4155 ext A58631
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Batman Forever
Warner Bros.
Val Kilmer, Tommy Lee Jones, Jim Carrey,
Nicole Kidman, Chris O' Donnel

~~st, ~~ls
for the weekend
Friday:.
Klub X - Nolana and Bicentennial, McAllen
Retro night with music from the
70's and 80's. Male dancers will be
performing from 6 :00 p.m. 10:00pJll.

Riddle me this, riddle me that; have you gone
to see the big black bat? You haven't, you say.
Well what are you waiting for? An engraved invitation on a golden platter? A sign from God
granting you permission? GO! GO! GO! You'll
be glad you did.
During production, this latest Batman installment was on shaky ground after rumors were confirmed that Michael Keaton was not playing the
part of Batman. Whoever was selected would
have some big bat boots to fill. Well, Val Kilmer
dispelled all that. His performance as the Batman
is phenomenal. He gives Batman all of the qualities the role deserves and even more. Thanks to
Kilmer, Batman is a darker, more deceptive man,
and yet, there is a side to him that shows he can
be human when he comes to terms with his identity.
In addition, Jim Carrey's role as the Riddler is
exceptionally well performed. At first, it doesn't
seem Carrey can pull it off with all the other veteran actors, but surprisingly, he does. The chemistry among the cast members makes for a fastpaced movie which flows so well, it leaves the
audience wanting more.
The movie is truly worthy of the name Batman
Forever, and just like the former Batman movies,
it will be a big blockbuster hit, maybe even the
**** Omar Gonzalez
biggest in Batdom.

only really good song was "Colors of the Wind."
The movie was also fast paced and very improbable. Pocahontas miraculously learned English
in the grand total of two seconds.
But, the movie had incredible cinematography
computer animation and excellent art. The best
characters of the film were, by and far, Meeko,
the hungry raccoon and Flit, the overprotective
hummingbird.
**
Without a doubt the magic is truly gone.
Omar Gonzalez
A Midsummer's Night Dream
P.A.S.S.
University Theatre

This production of Shakespeare's classic play
was one that was as average as average can be.
It had its moments of splendid acting which warranted my full attention, but it also had moments
of dullness that made me wonder why I was
there.
Director Doug Cummins' version of this
Shakespeare production was of the highest average caliber.
The acting was not the problem. I have seen
some of these actors perform before and for some
it was their best performance I have seen to date.
Again, the actors did a fine job with doing
something as difficult as Shakespeare but this
interpretation did not do this classic justice.
The actors should be proud of themselves, but
as for the director, well, don't quit your day job.
You'll need it. * 1/2 David Waltz
Let Your Dim Light Shine
Sou/Asylum

Saturday:
Charlie's Paradise - S. Padre Is-

land Blvd, SPJ
Charlie's pre ents Tejano super
star Emilio Navaira in concert at
I 0:00 pm.as part of the 4th of July
celebration.

Sunday:
Pepe's River Fiesta - FM 1016,
Mission
Come join the fun at Pepe's!
Great food, drinks, and atmosphere.

Pocahontas
'
Disney
Mel Gibson

In Disney 's 37th animated feature film,
Pocahontas, the company took an entire left turn
with the movie. Unlike prev_ious feature films that
had sections, Pocahontas was just one big end.
This was Disney's first politically correct film,
and one of the most blandest of all.
The movie would have had potential if Disney
had not been so concerned about being politically
correct. The movie seems that it was hastily put
together, probably because the corporation feared
offending people and because most of the Indian
history was made up.
Also, the music for the movie was not Alan
Menken's best. This is the man who has won
Academy awards for his music, but I don't think
he'll even be considered in the Academy. The

TOP-10 Reasons Why YOU Should See
The Bridges of Madison County
10. Will they expose more than
I wish to see?
9. The novel spent 149 weeks
on The New York Times bestseller
list currently at No. 2.
8. The plot is predictable but still
enjoyable to watch.
7. Earning $24.9 million in its
first two weeks, the film has become a hit in a most out-of-theordinary way.
6. Clint Eastwood plays a tender, yet studly man.
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8 Put into secret
language
9 Inn for youths
10 Surprise
11 In shreds
12 Volcanic peak
13 Place for a dip
21 Wrath
23 Long poems
25 Common pain
reliever
26 Shade of red
27 Gr. letter
28 More pleasing
29 Old sailor
31 Apportion
32 Garlic
section
DOWN
33 Scattered seed
1 Proficient
38 Gaze
2 Wheedle
39 Point
3 Actress Moreno 40 Hung
4 Component
around
5Apex
43 Pincers
6 Curved
45 Boss
molding
47 Gentle
7 Tavern drink
49 Bill

ANSWERS
0 S

1 S
N y

0 N

0 l
d3

l ~ I
VOd

51 Watery swelling
53 Back talk
54 Biblical word
55 Freberg
56 Appraise

l I OB
31f :lY

57 Painting on
metal

58 Ireland
59 Chair
62 Marsh

S.,,...Clnlc .... ,,.,

Luxurious I, 2 and 3 bedroom
2 swimmin~ pools
Tennis courts
Family and adult
BeaulifuDy landscaped

**
*
* ClosefofoU.T.P.A.
schools**
wifh Bar-B-Q
*

,.~-

01ffll...... _ S . - . K

44 - Grande
45St1r
46 Lasso
48 Copied
50 Groom oneself
with care
52 Thrash
53 Stop temporarily
56' Discounts
60 Before: pref.
61 Shut out
63 Skirt insert
64 Name m hghts
65 Overact
66 Essayist's pen
name
67 Some children
68 Was furious
69 Lease

"Wiw. Our Patllnte' Eyw Health C - Fht"

3 LOCATIONS m SERVE YOU
5. The fact that Mery1Streep (46 317 s. Broadway, Mclllon 700 S. 10'1 St 107 E. l,hin St
(210) 686-7435
McAlen
Rio Gunlo cur
years old) can look good by wear- _ _ _ __ _._21......,612..,-3,_m....._2,.,o.a..1..~.2,.
ing virtually no make-up.
Y&SMEDICAL
4. Because seeing a passionate
love story about an affair between
UNIFORM CENTER
Anention Health Career Students
two people never hurt anyone.
3. A surefire tearjerker, so bet- Littman Lightweight Stethoscope $39.95
Lab Coats Starting at S25.95
ter bring your Kleenex!
Serving you with quality
at super discount prices.
2. "I have the distinct feeling
210 E. Cano• Edinburg, Tx
I'm lost," works great as a pick318-1194
up line.
We honor Visa - Master - Discover
I. Viewers will be satisfied.
Layaways Welcome
Larger Showroom
**** Holly Meisel

. .-.

42 Representative

Dr.hardlMv's

1.

I

way

10 Foot end
14 Simmer
15 Home up north
16 Dorothy's dog
17 Tardy
18 Requ1res
19 It. nver
20 Inspect
22 Everlasting
24 Age
25 Ta lented
26 Joins together
30 Blooming
bushes
34 Fail to mention
35 Fold over
36 Stringed
instrument
37 - room (place
to play)
38 Continued
stones
41 Depressed

In our era of rising slump-shouldered collegerock bands, Soul Asylum has the slacker look
down completely. Apparently, they were missing one essential ingredient from their 1992's
Grave Dancer's Union album: a sound with more
energy and wisdom, progressing them to the next
level of alternative rock.
Let Your Dim Light Shine is a spring into the
big league of twangy, mainstream rock. With
story-songs that portray our problematic generation ("Eyes of a Child", "String of Pearls", and
"Tell Me When"), there remains the smooth ride
from an unplugged mix to a booming rock anxiety ("Caged Rat", and their first release "Misery").
Ultimately, Let Your Dim Light Shine is rather
a bright bulb for a band who's matured to a more
focused definition of themselves. **** Holly
Meisel
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he crowd s its ,
anxiou sly awaiting,
ile th e dea fe ning
d of roaring engines
!' fills the trac k . An
· announcer 's voice barely breaks
over the rumble just as the racers
prepare for the fast-paced race.
The drivers circle the Rio
Grande Speedway track, eagerly
watching the amber-yellow light,
waiting for it change to green. The
color changes and the race is underway.
Valley fan s, young and old, experience moments like these and
get the thrill of watching racers
drive at high speeds while trying
not to crash or cause an accident.
Owners Robert and Linelle
Theser describe the I 3-year-old
speedway located at 31/2 miles
South I 0th Street in McAllen as
something that the whole family
can enjoy without spending a
whole lot of money.
Robert started racing 14 yea.rs
ago and holds five national drag
racing records. He set out to build
a race track so everyone could
enjoy the sport of racing.
"He hadn't decided to build his
own track until the owners of the
track he was racing in mistreated
him," Linelle said. "He got so angry at the way they were treating
him that he told them he was leavmg and was going to build his own
track. A little while after that, construction was underway and the
track built."

EEC> F'C>FI

The quarter-mile track also features the 'Wild Thing' in between
races, providing rides around the
track for children. The track also
has a snack bar and souvenir
booth.
"The fans really get a big kick
out of the 'Wild Thing'," she said.
"The kids really love (the Wild
Thing) because it lets them get out
and ride on the track just like the
racers they see throughout the
night, except at a slower pace."
Throughout the night, racers
compete in four different classes,
depending on their racing experience, Linelle said.
The Thunder Class is for beginners. It is open to drivers with a
four-cylinder car.
The Lightning Class is for
slightly more experienced drivers
who also drive four-cylinder cars.
The Hobby Stock-Car Class is
open for experienced drivers with
eight-cylinder cars, which go
faster than the Thunder or Lightning Class.
The Modified Stock-Cars Class
is open for drivers with faster cars
and much more experience in racing than the other three classes.
Among the racers who participate in the fast-paced events include a variety of people from
UTPA.
Dr. Jon Sorensen, an associate
professor in criminal justice, enjoys racing Saturday evenings,
driving an orange 1968 Ford Ranchero, #56.
Sorenson said he began racing
as a hobby when his sister gave
him a 1985 Dodge Charger that
was beyond repair.

Al I I concentrate on is
the race and what is
happening while we're
on the track.
John Sorrenson
Professor of Criminal Justice

"She bought the car for my
nephew and when he didn't want
it she gave it to me," he said. "It
was then that I decided to fix it up
and race it with the help of my father-in-law who also races."
Sorenson raced the car for six
months until he crashed. Then he
built the car he is currently racing
in. Racing for nine months now,
Sorenson said his nerves still get
in the way sometimes.
I get really excited and my
adrenaline starts pumping before
I race, but the only bad thing about
it is that I always have to go to the
bathroom," he said.
Aside from the nervous feelings,
Sorenson said it's all worth it.
"All I concentrate on is the race
and what is happening while we're
on the track," he said.
Racing since he was 16, Rork,
a sophomore finance major from
Edinburg, agrees that there is nothing better than racing.
"I raced for three years before I
joined the Air Force," he said.
"The first car I raced in was given
to me. It was all rusted out and it
didn't have any wheels, I fixed it
up and raced."
Throughout his four years of
racing, Rork has won several races
and has placed second in the feature race this season.
Another student, Art Rodriguez,
a sophomore elementary education major, said racing cars came
naturally to him.
"Racing has been in our family
for years," he said. "My father
used to do it, then my brother and
now me. I don't really think that I
could go without it (racing) because I love to do it so much and

The Pan American/ Meredth Marham

Art Rodriguez, elementary education major, sits on his 1978 Camara #2 hobby car relaxing a bit
before the races begin.

it has become a regular hobby for
me."
Racing for only one year,
Rodriguez has won several heat
races as well as winning his first
trophy in a feature race driving a
1978 Camaro, #2.
"I've come really close to winning in the past but the time finally
came and I got first place," he said.
Another racer, Michael Braaten,
said his racing career began because of his brother-in-law.
"My brother-in-law got me interested and ever since then I've
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JULY SPECIAL
The Chalupa Plate

The Pan American/ Liza Longoria

Crew pit members take part in cleaning and keeping the race
cars in top condition.

I WIITE ROII

Busy Corner DELI

1 PATOS

Three (3) chalupas topped with beans,
kttoce, tomato, cheese (ONION ON IEQUFSf)
&a 16 01. ice cold coke o .. ~2.99 l

loved it," the 1994 UTPA alumni,
said. "Racing was something I always wanted to do but I never
thought I could do it until he got
me into it."
Currently, Braaten is racing a
1978 Honda Civic, #19, and he has
won the points championship. He
is a six-time winner in the trophy
dash.
Racing for four years now,
Braaten said he keeps striving to
be the best driver.
'Tm always confident in myself
but if I don't win, I'm not satis-
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fied," he said. "Every time I get
out on the track I try my best to
win and if I don't at least I know
that I tried my best."
In the future, Braaten hopes to
start racing in Corpus Christi and
maybe someday race in the Indianapolis 500 and become a professional racer.
These racers will continue to
work hard hoping to be the first
one to get the checkered flag. It's
a hobby for most, but for one of
these racers, it could be the beginning of a lifelong dream.
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